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Arguments For and Against Legalizing Marijuana (Cannabis) 

 

AGAINST 

1. There are less than 100 health food stores in the State of Colorado but 

reportedly over 800 marijuana shops. [Pot Guide Aug 14, 2015]. That is too 

many. 

 

2. Marijuana is federally illegal, so individual states should not make it legal. This 

will cause confusion. . [FortuneJune 29, 2016] 

 

3. The pharmaceutical industry opposes marijuana legalization; it would be bad for 

the pharmaceutical industry.. 

 

4. Drugs are bad. Period. There is nothing to discuss about it. 

 

5. Marijuana is dangerous. If it wasn’t dangerous it would not be illegal. It should 

stay illegal. 

 

6. Drug use destroys individual lives and families and communities. It leads to 

crime and violence. 

 

7. Marijuana is illegal in most other countries of the world. 

 

8. Private prisons, police unions, pharmaceutical companies and alcohol brands are 

against the legalization of marijuana. [Leafly.com] 

 

9. If more people start taking marijuana for medical reasons, they may stop taking 

prescription drugs. . [Drug & Alcohol Review May 2016] This is dangerous. 

 

10. Some people are more genetically likely to develop psychosis from marijuana 

use.  One study shows 44 out of 121 people (36%) with diagnosed schizophrenia 

developed symptoms of psychosis within 1 month of beginning to smoke 

marijuana. [International Journal Neuropsychopharmacology Oct 2010] 
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FOR 

 

1. About 57% of Americans believe marijuana should be legalized.  [Pew Research 

Oct 12, 2016] 

 

2. Marijuana is less addictive than tobacco but more than alcohol. [Journal Clinical 

Psychiatry April 2016] 

 

3. Legalizing marijuana in California is expected to generate $1 billion in State 

revenue. [San Diego Tribune Oct 27, 2016]   

 

4. Legalizing marijuana in California is projected to grow a $22 billion marijuana 

business.  [New York Times Oct 24, 2016] 

 

5. Legalization of marijuana is expected to be larger than the wine industry if 

legalization is nationwide.  In fact, marijuana-infused wine is now available. 

[AOL.com Oct 14, 2016] 

 

6. There were more arrests for possession of marijuana than for all violent crimes 

combined in 2015. [New York Times Oct 12, 2016]  Legalizing marijuana in 

California would reduce the number of arrests for misdemeanor and felony 

marijuana crimes. 

 

7. Young black Americans are 3.7 times more likely to be imprisoned for use of 

marijuana despite equal usage with young white Americans . [NY Times June 3, 

2013]   

 

 

8. Private prisons, police unions, pharmaceutical companies and alcohol brands 

have been among the top industries lobbying against legalization of marijuana. 

[Leafly.com] 

 

9. One recent study revealed over 80% of marijuana users reported replacement of 

prescription drugs (such as painkillers, anti-anxiety medications, stimulants, 

sleep aids and antidepressants) with cannabis. [Drug & Alcohol Review May 

2016] 
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